
ROCHDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL

COMMUNITIES, REGENERATION AND ENVIRONMENT OVERVIEW AND 
SCRUTINY COMMITTEE CHAIR’S REPORT TO THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 

ON WEDNESDAY 17TH OCTOBER 2018

Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Communities. Regeneration and 
Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

The Committee has met on once, on 27th September 2018, since I reported to the 
last Council meeting in July.

27th June 2018

We received a verbal presentation from the Director of Neighbourhoods regarding 
the recently introduced Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) that is enforced by 
street wardens. The PSPO had only become effective in July 2018. The 
introduction was partly brought about to deal with ongoing issues associated with 
begging and on-street drinking (the introduction of a PSPO was the only way that 
on-street drinking could be effectively managed). In addition a PSPO could also be 
used to discourage skateboarding on the highway and other forms of anti-social 
behaviour.

Currently the PSPO is limited to Rochdale’s town centre but there existed the 
possibility that they could be extended to include other town centres in the 
Borough, notably Middleton and Heywood. Members of the Committee provided 
anecdotal evidence of instances of anti-social behaviour, often caused by alcohol 
abuse. Currently the street wardens operated in all parts of the Borough and were 
able to take action with respect to environmental related offences such as littering.

The Committee received a presentation which updated members on new powers 
that were available to the Council for dealing with fly-tipping and ‘A’ boards that are 
advertising goods and services. The presentation highlighted a range of new 
powers that were being made available for dealing with offenders including fines 
and fixed penalty notices and discounted penalty payment for those who pay early. 

The Committee scrutinised a report which outlined the performance of the 2017/18 
winter service and detailed how the operational delivery met the objectives detailed 
in the winter service policy. The aim of the winter service was to ensure that 
Rochdale Borough Council met its statutory obligations as set out in the highways 
act 1980. During the 2017/18 winter the service carried out: 130 precautionary 
treatments on the full network; 25 Snow treatments on the resilient network; 13 ad–
hoc treatments on individual domains; and 10 Footway treatments within the town 
centres.  Rochdale Borough Council used over 4,000 tons of salt during the winter 
period to treat the network between 16th October 2017 and 15th April 2018.

The Committee received a report that detailed the highways and bridges and 
Highways structures inspection policies for the Council. In October 2018 the ‘Well 
Managed Highway Infrastructure: A Code of Practice’ becomes operational. This 
document recommends that the Highways Safety Inspection Policy and Bridges 
and Highway Structures Inspection Policy be reviewed and revised to reflect the 



risk based approach detailed in ‘Well Managed Highway Infrastructure: A Code of 
Practice. Rochdale Council has to have these policies in place as they identify the 
inspection procedures.

Councillor Daniel Meredith – Chair - Communities, Regeneration and 
Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Communities, 
Regeneration and Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee.


